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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning. Awesome to see this attendance. A sign of a healthy profession – be proud of that and spread the word so we encourage more participants. Thanks for the intro JodyThis morning we’re going to talk about my observations of the 60 or so comprehensive reviews (comprehensive includes the field inspection), we are going to chat about our Code of Ethics briefly and Monumentation options.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I believe we all know what a Code of Ethics are and intend to do: To  maintain and level of respect, and professionalism by and among our members. I am not going to occupy much of our time. But I felt it important we make ourselves review The Code of Ethics. Who knows we may even decide some updates are required. I say “important for ourselves to review”. That includes me. As PRD Manager  I should know the Codes and Standards. Like most of you, I’ve read these documents, and kind of know what they say. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
But until in the role I probably didn’t revisit these documents as often as I should have. Especially the Code of Ethics. Our Standards of Practice affect day-to-day operations and are therefore more in the forefront. So, what does our Code say? What are they for? Read Common knowledge I’d say



Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors

Code of Ethics
The following Code of Ethics was approved by the membership
at the Annual General Meeting on October 29th & 30th, 2010

The content of the Code is contained in four areas of
professional ethics:

1) competence,

2) conflict of interest,

3) conduct and

4) compliance with laws.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The four areas that have a total of 23 individual statements..



Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors

Code of Ethics

This Code of Ethics shall apply to all Nova Scotia Land
Surveyors, candidate members and holders of Corporate Permits
who collectively are known as members throughout this
document.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Code applies to all ANSLS members including students and corporate permit holders.



1. Competence

1.1 In practising professional land surveying, a member shall act with
reasonable care and competence, and shall apply the knowledge, skill and
judgement which is at least equal to that which is ordinarily applied by
members currently practising in the province of Nova Scotia.

1.2 Members shall keep themselves informed and current with respect to
the practice of professional land surveying in order to maintain their level
of competence, strive to advance the body of knowledge within which they
practice and provide opportunities for professional development of their
subordinates.

1.3 Members shall undertake to perform professional services only when
they are within the scope of their knowledge, training and experience
required for the project.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Competence: the ability to do something successfully or efficiently. Professional Competence maybe a more accurately described having the qualifications and skills required to practice within a discipline.1.1 ..a member shall act with reasonable care and competence, and shall apply the knowledge, skill and judgement which is at least equal to that which is ordinarily applied by members.  The Industry standard – the norm.	1.2 .. Members shall keep themselves informed and current in order to maintain their level of competence and strive to advance knowledge and provide opportunities for professional development of their subordinates.   You are here. Continuing Ed. Promote advancement in your staff. It’s a win - win1.3 .. perform services only within the scope of their knowledge, training and experience.  Work within Land survey area of expertise. BUT train to broaden your skills, add challenge and market share. The flip side is be aware of your liabilities and insurance coverage. Do not encroach on other disciplines domain.



1. Competence

1.4 The member shall attempt to instill in staff, in particular any
candidate members, the importance of integrity in their work and a
clear understanding of the professional obligation to society.

1.5 A member has a duty to assist his/her students and employees in
the theoretical and practical aspects of land surveying to the best of
the member’s ability, so as to permit them an opportunity to achieve
their optimum level of contribution to society and the profession.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1.4 READ. Encourage your field crews to talk to neighbours, to look and act professional. Your staff in the field may be who your client will see the most.1.5 …assist students and employees in the all aspects of land surveying to permit them to achieve their optimum level. Train your staff in the big picture so they can be more informed. Inform them so they are aware of the sensitivities, or potential conflicts they may encounter, aware of the liabilities associated with your/or their actions. Help them understand the importance of their role especially in conflict situations. Our Act exists to protect the public, an informed staff can help do that.



2. Conflict of Interest

2.1 A member shall avoid actions and situations where
personal interests conflict or appear to conflict with
professional obligations to the public, the client and to other
land surveyors.

2.2 A member shall make full disclosure as soon as it is known
that there is a personal association, interest, or an awareness
of a potential or perceived conflict of interest.

2.3 A member shall not undertake the same or similar work for
more than one client on a project without full disclosure to all
such clients.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Conflict of Interest: A conflict of interest occurs when an individual's personal interests could compromise his or her judgment, decisions, or actions in the workplace. 2.1 READ     What are Personal Interests: family, friendships, financial, or social factors – clubs you belong too? So avoid them!2.2 …make full DISCLOSURE as soon as known. If you find yourself in a conflict or potential conflict of interest situation, disclose immediately. Disclosure puts all parties on notice and then a decision must be made to cease or proceed. We have all surveyed for family, and friends. It is difficult to avoid! I think the potential for a boundary disagreement should be considered before putting yourself in a conflict of Interest. If there is a potential dispute you may not be doing your sibling any favours by putting a line on the ground and having to defend in front of a judge who will certainly be made aware of the conflict of interest.2.3 ..same work for more than one client.   Pretty simple: No double dipping without disclosure.  



3. Conduct

3.1 A member has a duty to maintain the integrity and dignity of the
profession through his association with his clients, colleagues,
subordinates and others, and shall participate in the ongoing activities of
the Association.

3.2 The member has a duty to exercise unbiased independent
professional judgment on behalf of his client and shall represent his
client(s) competently.

3.3 Members shall conduct themselves with fairness, honesty, integrity,
civility and good faith towards clients, colleagues and others.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Conduct: How we act, how we behave.3.1 ..maintain the integrity and dignity of the profession.     Be a professional, participate in the Assoc.3.2 READ Your client is your client. We all have had clients we wish we did not. However, we serve the Public, we protect the public. So as a Professional, park the personal feelings towards the client, or the neighbour, and deal with the facts and evidence of the situation. Remember every member of the public needs access to land survey services that by Statue, only our Association can provide. 3.3 ..fairness, honest and civility.   An obvious parenthood statement: Respect each other, and the public, 



3. Conduct

3.4 The member shall quote on and charge compensation for projects
commensurate with the technical complexity, level of responsibility,
time requirements, and liability potential of the services preformed,
except where gratuitous services are warranted.

3.5 A member shall sign and seal only such plans, documents or work
that have been prepared or carried out under his/her direct
professional supervision.

3.6 A member has a duty to communicate with a client and to keep a
client reasonably informed, especially when it is realized that time
frames, costs or outcomes are likely to vary from project estimates.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
3.4 …The member shall quote on and charge compensation for projects commensurate with the complexity. WHY NOT. We are professionals – be paid so you can operate as a Professional. A community service or charitable organization is the exception and can be good marketing for the individual surveyor and the Association.3.5 …certify only what you have supervised. Seems obvious.3.6 READ. I was sure to read this one because this is a common issue from many dissatisfied clients. Procrastination of not calling the client aggravates the situation; be it a delay, additional costs, even unwanted boundary information.



3. Conduct

3.7 The member shall report to the Association, any illegal or
unethical land surveying decisions or practices by land
surveyors or others.

3.8 The member shall refrain from criticism in public of the
conduct or practice of colleagues.

3.9 The member shall not use time, equipment, files, information
or supplies associated with a salaried position for the purposes
of carrying out research, providing quotes or carrying out project
work for outside private clients.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
3.7 READ  not should - SHALL REPORT. If a member is causing the public or membership grief by non-compliant work – report it.3.8 READ . If your findings are not consistent with another surveyor. Consult with the surveyor. Agree or disagree – that’s okay. Inform the client that boundary determinations are opinions, provide the client with the go forward options. Be Professional3.9 READ.  Your employer is not paying you to work for yourself. Remember Conflict of Interest 2.1:  ..be in conflict or appear to be in conflict. Your organization may have Conflict for Interest guidelines relative to this practice as well. 



3. Conduct

3.10 Advertizing in any form or medium by a member shall be
truthful, factual, accurate and verifiable.

3.11 A member shall not review the work of another land surveyor
for the same client(s) without first advising such land surveyor
or unless the connection of such land surveyor providing the
work has terminated.

3.12 Members shall not establish or maintain branch offices unless
these offices are operated directly under the management and
direction of a Nova Scotia land surveyor and are frequented on a
regular basis by a Nova Scotia land surveyor.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
3.10 ….truthful advertising. Advertise service you can provide. Don’t advertise staff resources that don’t exist.  3.11 ….shall not review another’s work without notification. Why would a member walk unto a site that is obviously experiencing some issue (or you wouldn’t second surveyor on the scene) without consultation to find out what is up!3.12 READ… I think as the digital Registry evolved the work coverage area has also increased. I find it more productive, profitable to be in my familiar backyard. So, if you work in many counties – be present. I acknowledge the online meeting and screen sharing have made remote work/communications much simpler. However, I do think the intent of “frequented on a regular basis” is still relevant. A client should not have to wait a month to see the NSLS. 



4. Compliance with Laws
4.1 In practising professional land surveying, a member shall

abide by the Land Surveyors Act, and its associated Regulations,
By-laws, Standards of Practice and Code of Ethics, and all other
applicable legislation, policies, directives and guidelines
pertaining to the profession.

4.2 Members must keep themselves apprised of current
applicable laws and regulations that relate to the practice of
professional land surveying in Nova Scotia.

4.3 A member must not directly or indirectly condone or
encourage contravention, by others, of the Land Surveyors Act,
and its associated Regulations, By-laws, Standards of Practice
and Code of Ethics, and all other applicable legislation, policies,
directives and guidelines pertaining to the profession.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
4.1 Abide by the rules, codes, standards – obvious4.2 Stay current. That is what a lot of my comments cover in the reviews.4.3 If you are following 4.1 “Abiding by the rules” it should fairly evident you shouldn’t encourage others to break the rules.That is most of what I have to say on the Code of Ethics. Although maybe not rivetting or even new information – MEMBERS should be aware as professionals, there is a higher expectation for standard of conduct than a layperson.



ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA 
LAND SURVEYORS

Code of Ethics

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
QUESSTIONS/COMMENTS



Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors

Code of Ethics

Land Surveyors Regulations:

Investigating complaint Sect. 25.2 “… may investigate any
matter relating to, Professional misconduct, conduct
unbecoming, incompetence, incapacity.”

Amendment to Notice of hearing Sect. 31-1b “…may 
amend the complaint forwarded if the evidence discloses 
the a)Professional misconduct, b) conduct unbecoming, c) 
incompetence, d) incapacity

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What could happen if not complying with the Code.? Reg 25-2 The investigator may investigate any matter that arises during the investigation, in addition to the compaint, that may constitute any of the following a) Professional misconduct, b) conduct unbecoming, c) incompetence, d) incapacityReg 31-1 At any time during the Hearing, the Hearing committee may amend the complaint forwarded if the evidence discloses the a) Professional misconduct, b) conduct unbecoming, c) incompetence, d) incapacity.



ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA 
LAND SURVEYORS

Observations from PRD,

2023-06-02 Andy DeCoste NSLS 567

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I have been PRD Manager since May of 2022. Before getting into my observations and comments -  a few numbers to let you know what is being submitted.



2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Submissions - Plans 2378 2089 2754 2299 2503 3333 3191
Submissions -SLC 2143 1991 2326 2528 2261 2763 2255
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2022 make up:  1131 retracements and 2060 were subdivision. 1014 lots were beyond the five lot threshold.The Covid spike appears apparent. Remember these are submitted numbers so there may be annual delay. So the 2020 boom would lag a bit.   I completed about 60 comprehensive reviews which as I mentioned includes a field inspection. Most surveyors arrive to a site years, or decades, after the previous survey was completed. My role has me observing surveys usually within a couple of months and my goal is to be quicker.  The importance in my opinion, and you will hear say in my opinion frequently, because, at the end of the day there is usually some subjectivity. On the opinion comment I wish to mention the PRD Advisory Committee have been great whenever called upon to confirm if I am on the right road, be it an interpretation, or how to address an issue. So, the importance of being on site ASAP is that I get to see what the client sees. I feel it is important for a thorough field inspection to witness what the surveyor placed, and the client saw at the site.  That is why you will note some of my reviews are of plans that were in the Registry but possibly not yet submitted to PRD. My preference would be earlier submission from members. It should a monthly routine in your office per the Standards. Then I can work with recently completed plans.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the Surveyor I commented on the importance of remembering the client’s needs, knowledge, goals. I believe sometimes we get focused on the primary task of resolving the boundary location and forget that once coordinated the landowner, or developer, still must use the field markings to achieve their goal. Are the SMs intervisible? Is the power pole shown so they know where their electrical service is coming from?The coordinates and lines we mark are for more than just mapping fabric shown above.



Attn: Property owner/occupant,

Re: Property Survey – site inspection

The mandate of the Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors (ANSLS) is to regulate the practice of land surveying and 
govern its members in accordance with the Nova Scotia Land Surveyors Act and regulations.  As part of that mandate the 
Practice Review Department, of the Association, reviews plans and completes field inspections to verify that Land Surveyors 
are in compliance with the Standards of Practice.

Andy DeCoste, NSLS, is Manager of the Practice Review Department is at, or near your, property to determine if the survey 
performed did in fact comply with the Land Surveyors Act, Regulations and Standards.  It is NOT a review of boundary 
determination or location, but one of compliance.

All land surveyors are reviewed on a regular basis. These reviews help maintain the high standards we expect and demand of 
our members. Random checks are carried out on selected surveys across the province. 

Be assured that the surveys selected are random and no concern should arise from the selection. It is in no way a negative 
reflection on the survey, or the surveyor who provided the services.  If you have any concerns about the process, please contact:
1) Andy DeCoste, Practice Review Dept. Manager at (902) 232-3031, email practicereview@ansls.ca
2) Or myself Simeon Roberts, Executive Director  of the Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors, Suite 209, 800 Windmill 

Road, Dartmouth, N.S., B3B 1L1, Phone: (902) 469-7962, Email: Simeon.Roberts@ansls.ca 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A quick note about my on-site routine that I thought you should be aware. When I arrive on site, I explain why I am there and that it is a routine random inspection, completed by the ANSLS to confirm that the survey is in compliance with the Standards set out by the Association. I provide the following in letter form under Simeon’s signature.The mandate of the Association is to regulate the practice of Land Surveying and as a part we review plans and do field inspections to verify compliance with Standards. I am at or near your property to do a field inspection. This is not a boundary location verification. This is a random selection and no concern should arise from this inspection. And my name and contact info and the letter is signed by Simeon. We felt if  they don’t like me or want to confirm they have another contact SO Simeon signed. I bring this to your attention because one elderly couple thought I might a part of a scam. They called their surveyor who confirmed that I was in fact there on Association business.  If you get a call, ask if they were provided a name, a letter or call me. I try to get the report out within a few business days of being onsite. Just an FYI. I will repeat that most appear appreciative that the Assoc is doing checks. If I bump into a neighbour I will also provide a copy of the letter. 

mailto:practicereview@ansls.ca


When on site do I inquire if the surveyor contacted the neighbour. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I did have an interesting inquiry from a member. When on site do I inquire if the surveyor contacted the neighbour. I have not been, but it is interesting. That said I am only seeing about 1/3 on the people at home. My inspections are during business hours so frequently don’t see anyone. The reason for the surveyor’s inquiry was that he arrived on site and the client said the adjoining property was surveyed but the surveyor never spoke to him and was annoyed. The cartoon is not meant to deter you from speaking to neighbours.Back to comments relating to comprehensive reviews: we’ll look at line cutting and marking and plan detail and plan notes. .



FIELD OBSERVATIONS

 Wooded

 Line

 Demarcation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sometimes our lines are windfall ugly. Especially since Fiona and all the subsequent winds. But that is the task that must be done.By the way if I show a picture and you recognize it to be yours and it is positive you can raise your hand. If I show a picture and you recognize it to be yours and I speak less than positive you shouldn’t raise your hand. Unless of course you wish to debate the issue, which is totally acceptable. Some of what I will speak of today is not necessarily a Standards compliance issue. But it is a product/deliverable issue. What many clients remember is not the plan, or your handshake; they will remember what was marked on the ground for them to use to maintain, or expand, or improve their property over the next weeks/years. So, what should lines look like?



FIELD OBSERVATIONS

 Wooded

 Line

 Demarcation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nice clearing.  1st pic) sever windfalls/ That cutting probably lowered the stumps back in the ground. 2nd) Blazed, painted and left stakes on line. The wooded area stops 80m from the highway. The surveyor even placed stakes along the open field portion. Showing the tree line on your plan is important.



FIELD OBSERVATIONS

 Wooded

 Line

 Demarcation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another project in the other end of the province: Blazing and painting looks professional. Line can be easily walked. These are not 40hectare “Woods Jobs”. These a one or two hectare wooded residential lots in rural areas. I like line markers (stakes with ribbon) because the owner to further mark their line or maintain as they see fit. That’s the important part of “PROTECTION of the public”



FIELD OBSERVATIONS

 Wooded

 Line

 Demarcation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Staking the markers. Some use 1x2 or 2x2 wood stakes, usually painted, In wooded areas some make posts. I like this picture this third photo because I have had a few surveyors say  “it was alders and hardly worth cutting”. I don’t think that is your call. If it is wooded - brush it out. Let the owner decide if they want to keep it clear. BTW it was at this point I changed my mind and am not showing the non-brushed lines. Typically, non-brushed lines had ribbons tied to tree branches or alders and not brushed out. Usually small rural residential lots.  I think, I may be wrong, if it is a woodlot survey (100 hectares) the lines would be cut. But when it is a small residential 1 hectare there is more likelihood to see an uncut line. I have shown painted lines in these pictures. Paint is obvious benefit to following a line. Painting is not required and blazing only if the line is in excess of 200m. What will benefit your client? Maybe paint is not appropriate because it is rural residential. You have to decide, maybe ask the landowner about paint. So the Standards:



FIELD OBSERVATIONS

 5.11: All boundary lines through wooded areas shall be well brushed 
out, unless such action will have an adverse effect on the value or the 
aesthetics of the property under survey or the adjoining properties. A 
record of all boundary lines not brushed out shall be kept: 

 5.13 When sufficient evidence exists along a boundary line so as to
render its location distinguishable, the boundary line need not be 
brushed or blazed as the case may be.

 6.12.19 A note indicating any lines not brushed out in accordance 
with Section 5.12.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
READ 5.11 Not optional, not based on length the time the line will exist before growing in, not based on the owner is going to clear to the line, not based you can almost see from SM to SM. Are alders a wooded area? My opinion yes – if you can’t see the lines because of growth – it is “wooded “ and must be brushedREAD 5.13 IF there is a fence line, or a stone wall marking the line. But as per 6.12.19 It must be noted on the plan, so the user knows the line was not cut. My suggestion is to explain why. Maybe a note “As Per Standard 5.13 Sufficient evidence of barb wire fence exists so as to render the location distinguishable and the line was not brushed out. Or the line was not cut per Standard 5.11 at the owner’s request because of aesthetic value of trees along the boundary. That said, does the option exist to brush out the line without cutting trees of value. It is reasonable to not cut sections (ornamental trees at front of the lot but cut the remainder. Enough wooded lines unless questions or comments?



LINE DEMARCATION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cottage country. The line is well marked. A row of ½ dozen stakes placed over a lawn area/field where there was no visible occupation. A building encroachment – a staked place online by the building to assist all parties. 



LINE DEMARCATION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In an urban setting; there were stakes placed along the line to simplify fencing decisions, hedge ownership…. What does ½ dozen stakes take: 1/2hr in the field? Think of the uncertainty it removes for the client, the public. From the public’s perspective these stakes put the neighbour on notice of the boundary location. So instead of the client having to interpret and explain your plan – the neighbour can see it on the ground. That’s helping and protecting the public.



PLAN DETAIL

 Detail to be shown on the plan: 
 Evidence  - 6.12.21
 Buildings within 3 metres – 6.12.22
 Encroachments – 6.12.23
 Watercourses – 6.12.25

 Other detail? 
 Power lines, service entrances, 
 Fire Hydrants
 Drop curbs
 Driveways
 ………..significant  trees, hedges, clothesline poles, walkways, patios, lawns, treelines

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Standards have the minimum requirement as shown above. BUT what else should be shown. Who is the user of the plan; developer, designer, owner, zoning commission, solicitor, real estate agent? What do all those people want to see – EVERYTHING! But why not. An extra hour in the field and another in the office and client, and all, have what they want. Some detail is offsite: PPs, FHs, drop curbs But all important.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Detail: rural ½ hectare lot: Lots of detail:  sheds, d/w, patios, retaining wall, steps, powerline and easement



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vacant lot but still has lots to show, manhole, , fire hydrant, encroaching service entrance, end of asphalt and culvert.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Driveway, electrical service , o/h power lines, lawn, shed, wells, ornamental trees… Show detail. This plan also shows a radial tie. Otherwise it is a distance –distance intersection. The radial tie: if you don’t have tangents on the plan there should the radial direction be shown. Non-tangential curves should show a radial tie. Some undeveloped lots are four boundary lines and that is it. But there is probably a powerline, maybe a driveway, culverts… everything helps your plan and client. Some notes I see with some regularity but bring them to the member’s attention for discussion and consideration



PLAN  NOTES:

 Watercourses are owned by the Province of Nova Scotia as per Section 
103 of the Province of Nova Scotia Environment Act 1994-95, C. 1

 Wetlands may exist on the land shown hereon and are subject to 
interpretation and identification by a qualified Wetland Delineator.

 Only the boundaries of Lot 2023-1 have been surveyed. All other 
boundaries are a graphic representation. All other boundaries are subject 
to survey.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This note was more common after the Act was pronounced. I like it as a disclaimer to protect yourself and alert the public. Wetlands are a common term but again it may be a wise disclaimer and alert the owner/developer.The legend usually has “Land Dealt With By This Survey or Plan”. You could include in the legend the other boundary line type and define as “Other Boundaries Subject to Survey”



PLAN  NOTES:

 A plan of survey does not certify title of the property as this is jurisdiction 
of the Solicitor.
 Best fit line of Fence Remnants and Blazed Trees
 OHWM by field observation June 2, 2023 based on 

……….elevation/observation adjusted to tide table/visual inspection of 
vegetation
 Jane Smith and John Doe confirmed the fence along the east line has 

been accepted as the common boundary during their ownership. 2023-06-
02 A.DeCoste NSLS 567

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Obvious to us. Does the public know the difference? ThoughtsExplain why the line is where it is. Was it a projection of the line across the road? Is it parallel to an adjacent line? No, it was the fence and blaze evidence.OHWM is becoming more significant and probably will even more when/if the Coastal Protection Act comes into play. So maybe it is time to start providing more detail. I see some plans showing a coordinate table of OHWM points. I like it. It is reusable opposed to a visual polyline that only has two ties from the Witness SMs.Although a formal boundary agreement has witnessed signatures and should be recorded. The note does lend clarity to the surveyor’s rationale for the boundary location. 6.12.30 Any information that would assist with understanding how evidence was considered in determining boundaries. 



PLAN  NOTES:

 6.12.30 Any information that would assist with understanding how 
evidence was considered in determining boundaries.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
6.12.30 READ. Notes can do a lot to satisfy this Standard. Consider those previous notes. Do they work for you? Do they clarify issues? Do they inform your client of limitations? Do they limit your exposure?



ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA 
LAND SURVEYORS

Monumentation
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MONUMENTATION

 5.1 Placed monuments shall be classified as follows: “survey marker”, “rock 
post”, “cut cross”, “drill hole”….
 5.4 Where it is impractical to place a monument as defined in Section 5.1, 

because of the nature of the location of a boundary point, a boundary point 
shall be defined by a monument that would appear to others to have been set 
by a surveyor or referenced by at least three measured ties from the boundary 
point to permanent objects. 
 5.8 Where it is impossible or inadvisable to monument a true angle or point of 

intersection, or where it is determined that the location of a monument will 
place it in immediate danger of destruction, one witness monument shall be 
placed at a suitable point as near as practicable to its intended location on one 
of the boundaries, or its prolongation, under survey. A record shall be made of 
the distance from the witness monument to the true corner. Where the placed 
monument is fitted with an identification cap, the identification cap shall be 
stamped “WIT”. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
5.1 Monumentation types. 4 in our Standards and a description of what a cap will have on it. 5.4 If impractical to place a described monument use a monument that would appear to be set by a surveyor. 5.8 Witness  markers. Excluding natural boundaries the most common witness occurs because of the presence of asphalt, or concrete. Other concerns may be buried lines (natural gas is probably the only shallow bury). So should the Association. have a prescribed monument for the asphalt/concrete situation.  The public should have lot corners where possible. Obviously, there are situations where it is unquestionably impractical: in a tree, a gabion wall, a structure…… But if the corner is in  an asphalt driveway – should there be more effort to provide the client the actually corner. It is accessible, it is stable.I think the general public sees a survey cap and know what it is. I believe the ANSLS should continue that awareness by making an alternate monument for the asphalt/concrete scenarios. A cap that is less susceptible to snow plow removal or being a tripping hazard. While on site I have seen a couple of mini-caps.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
5cm diameter brass cap. Geoff provided me with a sample I would like you to examine. It has the full standard text: Survey Marker, Penalty for removal. Thompson Conn provided a mini plastic cap with “Survey Marker” and the Company name. Lester had some he used for stations – Just the company name and phone number and a station number. The brass appears the thinnest. It is probably the most aesthetically pleasing compared to the plastic colors.So a curb witness drill hole could still be installed. Any witness to add security to boundary markings is healthy. But with an appropriate mini marker the public get their corners (which is typically their goal). Surveyors must remember for some of the public to place that corner from a witness a few metres away could be an issue, alignment, measurement, intervisibility… So, I believe a standard marker should be decided upon so there is consistency and the public get their corners.Questions/CommentsIf no questions then let us go one other step. Should found Iron bars or pipes be tagged? Just like the public know a survey cap to represent a property marker, why not make the found IB be the same. Wire a mini cap to it. We frequently find IBs that we are not certain who placed but accept them as the corner – WHY not make it a survey marker to show a surveyor was here and accepted this iron bar as a corner. Removing the IB and replacing with a marker is not correct. Leave the original monument but put your name on it.. Stainless wire and a mini cap. Not much extra work. At DNRR tags are frequently used to assign Crown Post numbers to existing survey markers placed by the private surveyors. I like the cap idea because it resembles the standard marker. Thoughts other then how far away is lunch.Thanks for your attention, input and please call if you want to offer feedback after today’s session.



ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA 
LAND SURVEYORS

Enjoy Lunch with your peers
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